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POETRY SLAM! DIRECTIONS

[STEP 1 Find out whoiisin your group] Y our group should have three people.
Our group:
PHONE or e-mail:
PHONE or e-mail:
PHONE or e-mail:

Director: Makes sure everyone participates equally; makes sure your group is ready on time; organizes any
outside prep time as needed.
Scribe: Writes down work as you go.
Timer: Makes sure your poetry slam is meeting the time guidelines. Time all practices.

% Each group will have 3 minutesto perform their piece. Y ou can go under the time limit, but you cannot go over!
Y our slam should not be too short or too long.

% You may not use props, costumes, or musical instruments of any kind. What can you do? Write some verbs
below: e.g., wail. You are writing verbs because you will only have your voice and your body to express your
ideas (instead of props, etc.) What can you do, say, express with your voice and body? Think of the most
extraordinary words/verbs, and think of how you can best and most effectively convey your message.

% Youwill haveto write a poem that answers the question: “Who is a scapegoat?”’

% Youwill need to use HISTORY to answer that question. Y our poem must include at least 4 historical
references.

% You arefreeto use material from the ENTIRE course thus far, but you are REQUIRED to use materia
from the Asian American portion. (Y ou need to have at |east two of your four references be from
Asian American history. A good “reference” iswhen you refer to or include afact or argument that is
critical to Asian American history. For example, including commentary on the ceremony at
Promontory Point, Utah is an excellent reference.

x  Read the Poetry Slam Rubric carefully so you know how you will be evaluated, and so you will know
how you are going to evaluate others!

% You will have to memorize your poem! Thisisthe most efficacious way to convey powerful idess.
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Now, in your groups...

ISTEP 4: Answer the question: “Who is a scapegoat?’ in a BRAINSTORM. Jot down everything that
pops into your head in the space below. These are just notes so you want to get everything you can think of
down.

ISTEP 5: Decide which four referencesyou'd liketo usein your slam|

Fact Date Sour ce of information

1.

2.
3.
4.

ISTEP 6: Read the sample poemsincluded in your packet to get ideas for how to write up your poem)

ISTEP 7: Start writing your poem!!| Sort through your brainstorm and your references. Decide how you
will order the ideas you have come up with. List the order below or on a separate sheet of paper if you need
more room. Then, look at the words you have chosen. Get rid of words that carry no meaning (i.e., the, a,
an, and, etc. ) in order to have as many powerful words and phrases as possible. Cross them out. Read the
poem out loud to hear how it sounds. If there are awkward parts or parts that don’t sound right, change
them by crossing them out and writing in what you think might sound better. The more unique your words
and the more unique the way you place them, the better you have of catching the attention of your
audience. Remember, you are trying to get your audience to picture in their mind what you are saying.
Note: Rhymeis often NOT a good way to catch the attention of your audience because rather than listening
to the ideas you are trying to convey, your audience only listens for the rhyme.
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ISTEP 8: Second Dr af|

Now, look at the order you have created. Decide where the natural pauses are, where you want to pause
speaking for effect-to make the audience think and to give yourself a break. Go through your poem and
place slashes (/) where you would like the pauses to be. Then re-write your poem, ending your lines where
the slashes are (L eave the slashes out. They were simply away of working on afirst draft to tell when there
should be aline break/the end of aline/pause for effect.) Re-read your poem out loud to make sure the
pauses sound right with the message and ideas you are trying to convey. Change them if you need to.

ISTEP 9: Re-vision|
Switch poems with another group. Ask them to do the following:

a  Make sure they have aunique, catchy title. If they do not, circle it and write them a note that asks

them to find one. If you are feeling generous, make a suggestion.

b. Placealarge dot at the end of their hook. If their hook did not catch your attention, write them a
note that tells them they failed to grab your attention. Then make 2 suggestions for a better hook.
Put a star next to two places where they could include a unique metaphor or simile. Give
suggestions for what the metaphor or simile could be.

Circle two places where they could include an adjective or adverb.
Underline one place where they should use Show Not Tell.

Make two general suggestions.

Give two praises (things they did well).

Sign your group member’s names and give the poem back to the authors.
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ISTEP 10: Final Draft]

Look at the suggestions written on your poem. Decide how you will make changes according to the
suggestions. Write your changes directly on the second draft. Then re-write your final draft to include the
new changes you have made. Make sure spelling, punctuation, and grammar are correct. Give each group
member a copy of the final poem.

ISTEP 11: Get teacher approval | Teacher's signature:

ISTEP 12: Put initials by each section| Who will perform which parts? Remember all group members
must perform equally.

ISTEP 13: Practice, practice, practicel] Put marks on your poem to indicate what types of gestures,
motions, or facial expressions should accompany different sections. Don't forget that where you stand on
the stage in relation to each other also conveys meaning and adds power to the delivery of your poem.

ISTEP 14: Neatly copy your final poem with initials and gestur e dir ections] Y ou should write thisin
neat, careful writing. Y ou might want to use different color pens for theinitials and for the gestures! Thisis
to keep as arecord of your poetry slam. Thisisfor your portfolio, so do agood job!!
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